
The Engineers:
Re-Engineering the Future

How are engineers re-inventing our world to fight the virus? 
What can engineers do to re-imagine the everyday and make 

life safer and easier across the globe?

A world-leading panel and a global audience came together to 
celebrate engineering, explore the future and inspire innovation 

worldwide, vital to our fight against the global pandemic.

Chaired by BBC Presenter Kevin Fong, 
Consultant Anaesthetist, and part of the senior 
team for NHS England Covid-19 emergency 
response. Kevin was joined by joined by four 
top engineers:

Luke Leung 
Director of Sustainable Engineering at SOM,
who worked on the Burj Khalifa in Dubai and 
Zhengzhou Greenland Plaza in China.

Rebecca Shipley
Director of UCL Institute of Healthcare Engineering 
and is responsible for reverse engineering the 
CPAP ventilator.

Linda Miller 
Civil Engineer at Bechtel, who has worked on 
the Sydney Metro and Crossrail in London.

Carlo Ratti
Director of the MIT Senseable City Lab, who is 
responsible for the creation of CURA Pods, mobile 
ICU units.

In a world-first international event, BBC adapted 
technology created the experience of a ‘united 
audience’ from many separate locations around 
the world. 

BBC Producer Charlie Taylor 
Chief Sound Engineer Lee Chaundy



Listen to the broadcast
The Engineers: Re-Engineering the Future will 
be broadcast on BBC World Service on:
Saturday 27 June, 6-7pm GMT
Sunday 28 June, 11-12pm GMT 
(UK/Europe schedule)
Following the first broadcast it will be available 
on the BBC website.

The programme is part of a BBC series called Rethink. 

This event was a special edition of an annual 
event series staged by the BBC World Service in 
partnership with the Royal Commission for the 
Exhibition of 1851.

You can listen to previous editions 
of The Engineers here:
The Engineers 
19 June 2016

The Engineers: Rise of the Robots 
18 June 2017

The Engineers: Genetic Engineering  
27 September 2018

The Engineers: Space Flight  
14 July 2019

The Royal Commission for 
the Exhibition of 1851

                  Prince Albert established the Royal     
                  Commission in 1850 to organise the Great 
Exhibition, the world’s first ever Trade Fair. More 
than six million visitors came to see the display 
and the Great Exhibition made a substantial profit 
which has been invested to support innovation. 
Today, the Royal Commission funds fellowships. 
Over £4 million of research and studentship awards 
were made in 2019. Along with funding fellowships 
The Royal Commission also supports initiatives 
to promote public understanding of science, 
engineering, and technology. This support extends 
to this event in partnership with the BBC as well 
as the Great Exhibition Road Festival.  

royalcommission1851.org

BBC World Service 

                    BBC World Service English has a weekly 
                    reach of 97 million people around the 
world. BBC World Service delivers news content 
internationally in English and 41 other language 
services, on radio, TV and digital, reaching a weekly 
audience of 319 million.

bbc.com/worldservice Below image: The Engineers: Re-Engineering the Future audience montage.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w3ct0whb
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